ANAM CARA HOUSE COLAC 2010

BUILDING NEWS

There has been significant activity in relation to the refurbishment of  Anam Cara House Colac in the period up to February 2010. The sub floor  and flooring has been laid and the framework for the five hospice bedrooms and ensuite bathrooms has been completed - by Spence Construction, BDH Constructions and Shane Loubey and volumteer working bee. Spence Plumbing has installed the plumbing infrastructure, while initial electrical work  along with the hydronic heating/cooling has predominantly been completed for the hospice rooms which now await insulation and plasterboard. Stevcom Colac, who also assisted at Anam Cara House Geelong,  have donated their labour to install cabling for  the phone and  nurse paging system throughout the hospice. Wayne Alexander last week completed the  additional plumbing and Travis Frith  will complete electrical works by the end of this month. In addition a new dining area is being extended to the kitchen – as a result of our experience with the use of the large kitchen at Anam Cara House Geelong (previously St. Mary’s Presbytery). Henry Bongers of  BDH Constructions  prepared the area for the dining room addition and a concrete slab was poured in early January by Louie Presani and  Adam Harris’ men. Scott & McGlynn are about to install  the framing for that dining room.  Karacsay Constructions has  donated their labour for the building of a completely new kitchen which is now finished and in storage and  Mr. George Karacsay  will  personally oversee the installation of that kitchen once the dining room is completed. Preparatory works to renovate the courtyard,  and  volunteers' training/meeting room are  also underway. The fire services are about to be installed plus a  new septic system. A number of Colac trades people  have also offered assistance to complete the plasterworks,  tiling, carpeting  and painting. 

We estimate the voluntary contributions by volunteers, tradespeople and businesses to be of a monetary value of $800,000

Volunteer Training will commence once  we are nearing completion.  Healthcare Furniture Australia who assisted in furnishing  Anam Cara House Geelong will work with our Fit out Subcommittee to complete the furnishing of  Anam Cara House Colac.  Our  focus is to provide a facility and service of the highest standard for the people of Colac and South West Victoria. To this end our initial preparation for  accreditation  has begun, in liaison with Anam Cara House Geelong and in line with Palliative Care Australia Standards.   Our Committee of Management has in place a Business Plan and strategic five-year financial plan to underpin the ongoing sustainability of operations at Anam Cara House Colac.  As in Geelong, a service model of care, incorporating Div I (palliative care trained)  & Div II nurses, plus trained community volunteers will be implemented -  with day hospice and short-term respite provided in accordance with our financial model. We know  statistically that the majority of people prefer home care at end stage of life - Anam Cara House will underpin this homecare by providing respite and much needed time out for carers. Carers’ accommodation will  also be available at Anam Cara House  Colac as it is in Geelong. We have a list of people in the community awaiting training for our  Community Volunteer Programme and in addition a wonderful team of volunteers is   currently assisting to  maintain our large grounds our grounds. Indeed we are currently planning the landscaping of the courtyard and grounds with  all the hospice rooms opening out onto a balcony or decking  area with wonderful  outdoor vistas. 

This work to date has happened because both businesses and individuals in Colac have stepped forward and said “we can help do this”.  Our fundraising has been amazing, one of the largest fundraising campaigns in Colac’s recent history, we have had outstanding support from our Foundation Members, the Corporate sector and many Philanthropic Trusts. Thus Anam Cara House Colac is evolving from vision to reality as a result of  many caring  individuals who have offered  support with their time and skills and in some cases donated materials. We still have a deal of work ahead of us but it is hoped that  all the building work, principally pro bono,  will be completed by July/August 2010 and the regional  community can soon access  the respite services of Anam Cara House Colac.

